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THE LAST AUTOCRAT OF RUSSIA CZAR NICHOLAS II.
Superstition and Short Sightedness of the Emperor a Steady

Growth At One Time He Condemned Bloodshed But
Was Finally Argued Into Belief That It Was

Necessary to Hold His Empire Saints
Manufactured to Deceive the Czar

The following intimate and authoritative study of the life and
character of the Czar of Russia was written by a Russian states-
man who is a member of the Emperor's entourage. His name
is known to THE SUN. but is suppressed for obvious reasons.

TART TWO

IIK same network of IntrigueT that used to bo woven around
the monnrchs of old Is woven
now around tho contemporary

rulers. Hut whllo some of them doi"ame of Itatcl.kov.kj-- . wa..working In
'oris. Later this samo Ratchkovskythnbant'S' t.rTnnd gossip r'othca . !"''f Importan, for himself In

so enmeshed In these s that they I theK ''"J01; UuEflun Provocation. One
stumble on their way. and others father Information
flnalfv .. tr. .lifrVrnn.infn httwon "bout all French people who were In- -

light and shadows, willingly drnplng ' vl(,11t0 the Husslan court The
with thn qualities ascribed "jlentlous spy all Information

to them by their flatterers, nnd thus
becoming tho laughing stock of the
people closo to them. Nicholas II. be-
longs to this third category.

How the outwurd signs of religious
devotion In the palace as well as in
Church affairs attracted tho soul of
Nicholas II. remains a secret. In his
childhood Nicholas did not show any In-- 1

cllnatlon toward religious feelings, and
during his youth his mode of life gave ,

still less promise of any tendencies
toward pietism. It Is possible that his
narrow escape at liorkl. and In Japan,
and other strong Impressions In hla
youth helped to develop In him n sense
of faith In somo Fpcrlnl divine patron-
age. Through tho art with which the
spiritual advisers nf the Czars pre-
sented to him thl special patronage, In
the form of religious and mystic cere-
monies, Nicholas II. was logically led
to the belief In various newly dis-

covered saints, In spiritualism and for-
tune telling.

The types of devoteM who are una-
ble to distinguish between faith and
superstition, bctwecntrcllgton and mere
ceremonials, nre vraf rare among the
Intelligent Classen ot the Russian peo-
ple, and even among tho ele-

ment of the. pcarnnt this Ignorance Is
passing away. Only in tho smaller
towns of tho remote and deserted
provinces this superstition Is still pre-
dominating In Ru??U. Tho Russian
autocrat Is not above the Intellectual
level of those Inst'Ttilflrnnt and passive
elements of his laibject.-i- .

It was u!to natural that such a
clever and imprint Piled bureaucrat as
I'lehve should try ,o avail himself of
these weaknesses of the frnr nnd ex-

ert great lnllucncc over him. Hut be-
fore Nicholas fe'.l under Von Plchve's
Influence Ills weak mind and sickly will
were mado the playthings of lcra skilful
charlatans.

Neither his mental limitations nor
his lack of will power hindered the
Czar from devoting consldrab!o thought
to the fundamental questions of govern-
ment. Through the closo circle of
court officials, through the chains of
the secret scrvlcf department, through
the dense foliage of his parks, the dull
cry of Russian life tame tu the Km-
peror. nnd even his Inexperienced ear
caught the notes of dlsi nntent nnd
despair. From time tn time the Czar
even made attempts to feel his way
toward his people, but each time these
attempts ended wi ll seme comical and
amusing ip.sodc.

Thus, one d. he received In audience
Count Leo Tolst. y. the son of the great
10 Tolstoy. I.Iko most of the children
of the great writer, t tils sun was devoid
of talent but consumed with envy of his
father'" great fame. The audience lasted
about two hours. In the course of the
conversation young Tolstoy and the
Czar discussed also tho form of govern-
ment in tho Empire. Tolstoy
had the cournro to point out to tho Czar
mat a contitution was inevitable.
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Then, during one of thn years of
famine and before 1003 had been
fifteen years of famine succession in
Russlaa lertai named Klupov

Admitted to tho Czar. Klupov was
on unknown and man. but
be was filled with burning desire to
pave Russia. Arrangements wcro soon
made by which tho Czar gave
unlimited to the
famine, stricken provinces. Rut as such
on Investigation could hurdly appeal to
the Minister of the Interior, Klopnv was
shortly exposed the administration,
and this effort of the Czar to tho
truth about ended ns sadly and
as comically as all other efforts of
Czar to act without advice of his
functionaries.

In the meantime the soul of Nicholas
was getting ever more and more con-
fused. The absence of malo heir to

'throne made the political
at home ever graver, for the
or tne siue unea to thronn wero crence
growing
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political ngant. or rather a py, by tho
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awu"1 w,t' oi imiippe
and forwarded It to the Russian court

Hut effect of
was unexpected. Czar, who was
eagerly awaiting the arrival of the
French fortune refused to be-
lieve Ratchkovsky. criminal record

Philippe in did not
from the of

'he nusslan for there were
many people at the Russian court whose
records were of the criminal level,
No one had any to be ashamed In
tne presence or me omer.
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Finally the moment arrived when
Ph iDne's noothwivln ram tn nn nil

known the Czar a letter to
M. Loubct, then President of France.
osumg to recommend his
"learned" friend to the of tho
French Academy of Science. The
Car's request not granted nnd
Philippe returned to his usual occupa-
tion nnd to his conflicts with the
French criminal code.

The child born to the Russian Em-
press was a son. A dis-
illusion pet In, shaking tho Czar's faith
In fortunn telling, turning of tables and
various forecasts. Tho placo of
rortuno tellers now taken by the

aslons, also in Empress was give birth to a
i. constitution, but he was child, according Philippe

prevented granting n const!- - child.would surely a Showered
tutlon by iti Fspensky Ca- - with money and

on coronation, warded a valuable thepwnre French charlatan Russia.
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In Snrov them was no need for nv
criminal de tails, nevertheless the ar-- ,
rnngement conflicted with the regulo-- 1

tlons of tho Russlnn Church. One of
tho absolute, requirements In cnnonlz-- 1
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expected the man to flee, as no doubt
, It hud ueeu other men flee under such

tne traditional title or cznrewltch wiisiment led to no results. Then some onu ,

taken away from thn now Czarevitch, suggested that tho police department niLn.; i,l, ,
Grand Duke Mikhail, because It was I might know the whereabouts of tho pre- -' I'c ln T ,he '? lay
feared that this title might Interfere clous document, and tho paper was

n
1 T T T" 1 ne,w

with the birth f a son to Nicholas. In really found there. At that time the Czar ,
' 1 ?

1 ?nMy nv,r,nke tho blftcI-val- n

did tho former Minister of thn In- - i referred to In tho document, containing I ho 11 roum rcach ,h9
terlor. Slpyngln, take the Imperial couple Seraphim's prediction, ascended tho "u blneknnaka, too, eoemod
to the holy places In nsnutlng.RiiH.slan throne. '" ''" cognizant of thin fact, Inasmuch
them that that would bring n malo heir "In thn beginning tho reign of this "H ,tl0 nui" ""l biken half a dozen
tohe Russian thivne, Tho luingea were monuri li." re.id tho document, "thorn li,lIH "H direction beforo It changed
silent, thn bodleH of the iiioiikii which lay will bn misfortunes anil misery among "H '"''Uc and, some ten feot away,
In open cotlliiH dlil not stir In answer to the people There will be an unsuccess- - turned and charged Its hunter,
the warm prayeis of Nl( holus and Alex- - ' fill war. Then- - will be a great uprising "la spread his legs and stooped
andra. j within thn empire father will rlsn 1,1 catch thn snake. Hut the black- -

When that failed the Imperial couple against run and brother against brother, snake displayed such agility tha before
turned away from the sacred relics of Hut the second half of his reign will bo th" hunter could determine Just where
the Orcek orthodox church and with bright and the Czar will enjoy a long to grasp it tho ennke was ten feet away,
the aase of primitive natures went to life." , It was evident that the blacksnake
tba Crimea to mm
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Iwr a saint in Russia Is that the body,
when taken from the rrave. must bo in
perfect condition. Tho ascetic mode of
life of these monks and the conditions
of the sotl in tho cemeteries of the covered with meagre crops, the huta
monasteries, usually situated in sandy of most of the for
places, paralyze tho process of decay, nonpayment of taxes, the people ex-

pand nftcr a certuln number of years hausted from the famine, the emaciated
tho body turns brown, retaining Its children all these were covered with
former appearance. In one of the caves decorative contrivances to deceive the
In tho Caucasus seven such bodies were Croat visitors who were expected at
found and wero seized by tho local or-- 1 tho monastery.
ganlzatlons for their churches. Later, ! The Czar, deeply Interested In all the
however, It became known that tho details of tho canonization of the new
seven bodies wero those of a bond of saint, prayed In the churches, at the
robbers who had been driven into that rocks nnd tho springs; he carried the
cave and who had been starved to , Images and tho oaken casket Into which
death.

Everybody waa confident that Sera
phlms body would bo In perfect con
dltion. But to the general astonish- - In unison with that of the Czar. All,
ment there was nn ordinary skeleton beginning with tho cunning monks and
In his grave. The local archbishop, I'lehve and ending with the last lackey
scandalized by tho sud stato of tho of tho Imperial suite, concealed their
remains of Seraphim, refused to sign a real thoughts, figuring tho profits

In which was a description of rived by them from the Czar's "slm-th- e

perfect condition of tho body of nnd they made every effort
tho saint. Rut such a trifle as tho to demonstrate their devotion and re- -

scheme. Tho h.i!mn Tn id.

?a,u.

Mimcnw,
of

snipped furniture

pllclty,"

oplnlon of the highest representative ot
the Church of that province could not.
hinder Plehve' plan, nnd the unwilling
archbishop was replaced by a more
obedient dignitary of the Church.

Soon tho religious festivities com- -

dignitaries brought offerings to tho
newly discovered saint. All sorts of
Image lamps, rugs and adornments
were brought to the fortunate monastery
by the pilgrims. Cripples, beggars, para- -
lytic camo flocking from tho neigh- -

circumstances, Tho snake was some
seven feet In length and although quite
harmless looked formidable enough to
frighten tho average man.

As Its hunter did not flee the snake
turned about and ugnln charged. This
timo it swerved from Its course when It
saw that tho man was standing his
ground. This dovlatlon In the snake's

OLD

otiservliiliin

brought

It elevated Its toll and vibrated with
great rapidity striking

twigs, managed to produce buz-
zing not the warning a
rattler. At the samo time It drew back
Its as If ready to strike.

The continued to advance; so
the more changed Its tactics.

began to dodge In and out of the bush.
This manoeuvring continued for perhaps

minute. Then the man icclne n

boring provinces, and the polios
overworked regulating the constant
stream of peoplo a the monastery.
The weather was sptfndld. The

thn skeleton of Seraphim was placed.
Aside from the naive peasants there
was not a soul, not heart, that beat

llglous feelings.
Over modest coffin of the hermit.

who bad known life nnd the world fto

well, nnd who had fled from the worldly
life to tho of Sarev, an orgy of
hypocrisy nnd was arranged. It
i,.,.l,i Hmut-- h there, uniler thn mask
of snlntllness, tho nbyss of human weak- -

ncsses was revealed, nnd the bells of
the monastery carried tho tidings of an
unheard of mockery religion.

Thn Czar departed. nftT bathing In
tho llttlo Seraphim lake, hopeful that

THF RI ACKSNAKE
,

K"l,u opportunity, rushed forward to se- -

The blacksnake mounted through the
bushes to their tops nnd went from the
tops to the lower branches of small

It continued to mount upward
nnd made Its way to the tip,
some llfteen feet In tho ulr, performing
thn fent as quickly us squirrel could
have done It. .

From this elevnted position the black'

leaves at tho hunter's feet the man
threw himself upon tho serpent and
Hucccciu'ii in cntcning li.

I'.vcu then thn blncksnnke did not
loso Its head, but by an unexpected
movement mannged to fasten one of Its
teeth In finger, Inflicting deep
sciatches.

Tim naturalist kept this for
nearly two months. It provt-- to bo tho
most imrariniiin or niacitsnnkes. when

r Hie li.itiir.iil.t un a lulu hla
, fttciViVVa Vo cscapT ""rt'nul,y lu I,H

rush got It Into somo bushes. Hero ltl"ni,,k" mlrv' lnnn triumph.
eXlllllltlon Was short lived, forrolled arter the manner of a rattle-- .

VBormm HtmtlS nf tno trpft It
nok- - down, and as It fell up tho soft bed
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a male heir would be born to hlra, and
that tne brighter part of his reign
would soon commence. But the proph
ecy of Seraphim had not yet been cm
tlroly fulfilled, and the Japanese war I

ana tne revolution were sun 10 come,
All those who could not be present

In Sarov when tho Czar was there,
hastened to go thcro and report to the
higher authorities In tho hope that tho
Czar would hear of it. The monastery
of Sarov became a real Lourdes for the
Russian officials. There they prayed
for offices, for advancement, for decora-- .
tlons all on account of the Czar's faith by all the sons ot tno lormer proioci oi
In the wondrous power of tho new St. Poternburg, Gen. Trcpov, whom
saint. Seraphim. Vera .asullch attempted to assassinate- -

The monks did their utmost to enrich All his sons mado splendid careers,
Tho imaces of SornDhlm I withstanding thoir limited abilities; but

were sold by thousands; tho story of:
his life had tho widest circulation In tho
provincial towns. The name ot tho
newly discovered Sarov saint became a
household word. Images, towers, cathe-
drals and charltablo Institutions were
erected In his honor.

But the expected miracle did not
come. The male heir to the Russian
throne did not appear, and the war and
the rovoluUon were approaching. Little
by little the distinguished pilgrims
ceased Journeying to Sarov. Finally the
relhrlous revival was forcotten In tho
palace until a new reacMon set In. i

throwing the Czar onco more Into the I

embrace of the fortune tellers and char- - j

latans.
This need for emotions of a mystic

character waa not the result ot Idle-
ness and emptiness of court life. The
Czar was apparently Interested tn ques-
tions which he was unablo to solve and
If the saints and tho priests could not
explain and solve these problems ho
thought that there might be other peo-
ple In the Russian land who would per-
haps be able to help htm solve these
problems. The court camarilla resolved
to assist him In finding such people.

In the district of Kozelsk. govern-
ment of Kaluga, Is the picturesque
Optlna desert The monnstery In that
desert was famed because of Amvrorla.
the hermit, who know how to counsel
those In grief, who knew how to speak
to peasant women as well as to Grand '

Dukes. After his death the affairs of
the monastery suffered considerably. It i

was necessary to find another snlnt. j

Boon a half wltted peasant named ,

Mltka was found In the earns district,
Mltka waa unable to speak distinctly.
Elpldlfor, another peasant was found.
He declared that he could understand
the mining of Mltka's howling. The
two peasants were removed to tho iron
astery, and the pilgrims commenced tu ,

spread the fame or tho new saint, whoso
meaningless words, unintelligent!)- - In-

terpreted by the other peasant, could be
twisted according to the pleasuro of tho
monks.

The Czar would never have known
of Mltka If his aide de camp, Nicholas
Obolensky had not been an cstnto
owner In the Kozelsk district, nnd If
the Grand Duke Constantln had not
lived for several summers near tho
Optlna desert. A brother of Obolensky,
who for some unknown reason was re- -
garded aa a friend of the Russian
philosopher, Vladimir Solovyov, Inter- -
ested himself In religious problems and
waa for a short timo the head of thn
synod. These gentlemen arranged n
meeting between the half wltted Mltka
?hn n.iatartohera ZEL XL?prete? ,

'

t7V "Em,! n?T E J.l '"I
Mltka noticed the Czar he started to
howl. The Interpreter wns asked what
he meant by his howling. The Inter- -
prefer replied:

"He wishes to see the children."
The Czar was greatly pleased and tho

children were brought In. Then Mltkn
howled still more. The Interpreter de- -
clarcd that Mltka was overjoyed and
that he asked for tea with preserves.

This remark seemed strange even to
tho Emperor. Mltka was kept In tho
palaco a little longer; ho drnnk tea with
preserves. ana then he was sent back to
his native town. Hut What Is Still
stranger, Mltka was Invited again to tho
palace after some time had elapsed.
Dut after the second visit Mltka's famo
as a saint waned rapidly.

A new saint became the favorite of
the Czar. He waa a peasant from tho
government of Kazan. Endowed with
all the qualifications of a skilful charla-
tan, he waa extremely successful. Ho
made a little fortune for himself and
managed to secure profltablo positions
for others who applied to him. At oun
time most of the important appointments
oame through this Kazan peasant. This
may aound incredlblo, but It is a fact
known to all who are in any way fumiliar
with the Russian court.

Only those who knew how to break
through the rows of tho court camarilU
lived In clover In this atmosphere. Such
men aa Wltte und Piohve walked lliom
firm 111 mrin wiim inn iifBiviiiuiiiia in in,,
Hurlki and the lovers of Catlioriim II
"luNor udvonturcr4 worked togelhur with

&
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Insignificant members of tho royal suite
There tonmion were given for falsehood.
oyo.i for cucB3ing tho expression of
face, cars for cavchdropriiifi. frot for
li!np!tlri. others and catialnic tliotn to
stmniilo.

Such men aa Prlnco Paul Dnlgorukov.
A. A. Mukhanov and known
as honest. Uovcted monarchists, wcro
forced to resinn their posto. And their
places were filled by tho Walls, tho Klei- -

!:" ' . ,
Tho Trcpov family wns ropresemea

Dmitry lropov, a liamtsonio omcer oi
tho Cluards, was tho most successful of
tho brothers. Whllo etlll on officer ho
showed inclinations for polioo service.
When ho wns nppolnted chief of police
of Moscow his star began to rise rapidly.

Trepov bocamo the bosom friend of
Grand Duke Sorgius and of tho Duchess.
It wis Trepov who organized tho crusade
against tho Jews of Moscow, and at the
sanio I t bo nrj-nnl- the charitable
Institutions in wo 'i the Grand Ducheas
Elizaveta Feoduroriitt Interested
His Influence kept growing and within a
short timo all the progressiva elements
found themselves moro oppressed than
ovor 'before by this uneducated and aus
picious man. This won for him the favor
of the Czar, to whom he waa warmly
recommended by Grand Duke Serglus.

After the terroristic act directed against
him by the revolutionists he left Moscow
and came to St. Pe'ersburg.

Ilefcro this Plehvo. disappointed In
hopes centred upon Saint Seraphim, and
not yet confident that the affairs in thn
far East would culminate in a war witli
Jnpan, turned to tho traditional means of
rejuvenating and tho auto?-rae- y:

he commenced his pogrom po'.iav.
tho policy of massacre. In ino.l tin
KlshlncfT and Homi-- I mavneres too;
place.

Although the fame circumstances caused
both massacres, circumstances which hod
absolutely no connection with tho Jewish
question, tin general attention wu
directed chiefly to tho KlsUineff massaT
The reason for thh was that n Intt.jr
written by Plehvo to Gov. Hanben or
Pew arabla was published, plainly showing:
Plehvo ns tho initiator ond organizer of
tho nmssacro in which hundreds of Jewish
families lost their lives.

Tho technical side of the massacres is)

so well known now that it is not necessary
to describe .t hero

When tho London Timrs published t!w
text of Plchve's letter to Gov. Raabon
tho notorious maker of pegroms was
enraged. Gov, Ilaabon was Immediately
removed li" Von Plehvo. Not knowing
that tho St ret'rsburss correspondent
of tlit Ijondnn ''fist's had absotutolv
nothing to do with tho publication of thn
letter, inenvo ordered tno correspondent
to. bo immediately oxpcllod from Russia.

P hvo manufactured nn onswor and
appointed Princo Urusov as Governor of
Hessnrnbia.

Tho Czar was visiting his brother-ln- -
law at tho timo or tho massacre, nnd It
was in tho homo of tho CzaritaVs brother
that ho siw tho letter or Plohvo In the
I'olulon T";,e"' At that timo Nicholas
was not yot convinced that only bloodshed
coul(l Prosorvo and strongthon tho rolgu

r absolutism in Russia, and he was dls- -
Hitisnod and ang.-red- . Somo time later,
w,h"'' " 1 r,'"?S4 Ufn' tho11uShcrr Gr.ind Duko. who was vlsitinu the
Czar, dlod in tho Russian palnco, with all
Bympioms oi poisoning, u was ueuevoa
n. tlu? piiaco t:m n was rjonvo a revenge

J ". .
Ircno's father, who had

oull" "lo l lur " 'attention to the letter.
To show tint ho had had no hand In the

KIshlnelT massicro Von Plehve allowed
nnothcr mass u ri) to take plaoe In Hornet
In August or tho samo year,

Toward tho end of 1903 It became evl- -
' Aont thivt wal. with Jaiwn was Inevitable,
i .111(i nren.iratlon worn now made ooenlr.

At tho Now Year's reception, at whloh
most or thn diplomats were present.
Nicholas told tho Japanese Ambassador,'
quito hirahty tint Russia waa great and
powerful nnd tli.it he would not advbje
Japan to start a war.

Tho outward calm whloh seemed to
exist in Russia on the eve of the ' rar
deceived tho Husslan people, and ' hla
helped Uozobrazov, Abaza and Nlchalaa
to conduct tho foreign policlos of Rukala
without thn knowledge of the diplomats
at tho hoad of tho Government. Titer
was a lively exchange of telegrams cu

the Czar and Ilia Vicoroy Alexoyov,
which showed that Nicholas was pro-voki-

a conflict with Japan, for it seemed
to him quito an easy tmtter to dofeat
Jap.in If tho Czar was deceived by hla
mlvUrM ilurinR tllat twl(Xj h wns ,,
,1(vlvlllK , uwu Ministers and coun- -

.

U'o be concluded nut Sunday.)


